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Oh, New Ytar youDg.
Brighten his lire with thy brightness,

Liehten his heart with thy lightness !

And, newly strung,

Blue t him, Hape, with thy harp cf gold,

Faith, with thy steady eye,
rotnt him throushdark, and heat, and cold,

To Heaven's unclouded sky;

And then, the best of the Deathles Three,

Love, holy Love, In thine arms enfold hlna,

Till safe he rf st by the Ciyslal Sea
With Christ, and forevermore behold him,

Jfo". darkly, hut full in Heaven' dear day,
All dimness wiped from his eyes away.

" And now abldeth Faith. Hope, Charity,
meseiuree; ouv iuogiicB,vi

January 1,1869.

Mr. A. H- - Stephens on Stale Sov-
ereignity.

From the London Saturday Kevlew, MixoJi
10th.
Mr. Alexander Stephens, the Vice-Preside-

of the ill-fat- Southern
Confederacy, is porhaps of all American
public men the best "qualified fairly to
represent and discuss tho conflicting
theories of State Rights and Federal
authority which, after a political strug-

gle of more than a qaarter of acentary.
were at last brought to decisive issue on

the field of battle. It is true that there
must always bo a deficiency of practical
interest in the on paper of a

controversy so decided; for there .is a

feeling, in both the reader's and writer's
mind, that it is useless yet again to dis-

pute with tho pen tho verdict onco re-

corded by the sword. Nevertheless, in
just' J to a brave, high-minde- d, and
mo.unfortunate people, and in due re-

gard to historical truth and to the in-

terests of political science, it is even
now worth while to hear what a scholar,
a man of deep, political learning, of pro
found knowledge of eo' Jtitutional his
tory, of moderate opinions and temper
ate spirits, has to say in defense of pnn
ciples which, however generally re
ryudiated in 1869, were generally enter
taincd ten year3 ,ago, and which the
South aeemed orth upholding with her
whole wealtii and her best blood. Mr.
Stephens, if any one, may be expected
to think and speak fairly and impartially
on the subject. He was more consist
ent than any Northern opponent of
secession nearly all of whom had, at
one time or another, declared in favor of
it ; he is lesj embittered and exasperated
than any'southern secessionist. lie
opposed secession from the first on
Southern grounds: he upheld, on the
earns grounds, the right and duty of
everv Southern citizen to abide by the
decision of his State ; he was true to his
cause to the last, yet the only part he
took in the war was that of a negotia
tor and peacemaker ; he is neither un- -

Eopular with the North or distrusted by
people. The opinions and ar

guments of such a man are entitled, a
priori, to respectful attention ; when
they are so just, so clear, so

so amply supported by authorities
of the highest character and of every
class as wo find them in the volume be-

fore us, they cannot but assist us greatly
in forming a true judgment upon the
nature and merits of the controversy.

The plan of Mr. Stephens' work is
pimple and somewhat trite, but conveni-

ent fax his purpose. It is written in the
form of conversations with Northern
visitors at his Georgia residence ; each
of the three interlocutors representing
and stating, with great distinctness, and
we believe with perfect fairness, tho
ideas of one of the principal Northern
parties, and defending them by authority
and reasoning, while the cHef part of
course is played by Mr. Stephens hini-eel- f,

as the assertor of the defeated
doctrine of State Sovereignty, to which
subject exclusively the present volume is
devoted. The argument is well arranged,
with a regard both to historical order
and logical sequence, and the proposi-

tions which the author undertakes to
maintain are as well and conclusively
supported as any propositions admitting
of controversy well can be. Mr. Ste-pbe- u;

i (superior to the common artifices
of advocacy, or is too confident in his
cause to need them. He never stoops to
weaken or misstate the opposite view ;
he takes the strongest points of his
antagonist's case, as btated by its most
eminent advocates, and meets them with
arguments and facts about whose rele-yanc- y

there can seldom be the shadow of
& doubt.

The Northern theory of Fedoral Sov-

ereignty as stated by Motley, and rein-

forced by questions from Story and
"Webster, divides itself into two alter-

native propositions. Tho first is that
the States ftver were sovereign, but de
rived their existence and origin from the
Union. The second is that, granting
them to have been sovereign under the
first Confederation, their sovereignty
was resigned or taken from them by the
Federal Constitution of 1787. Mr.
Stephens meets these assertions by un-
dertaking to prove : That the Declara-

tion of Independence proceeded from
the colonies individually and severally,
and asserted their several independence
and sovereignty; and that their sov-

ereign character was constantly recog-
nized during the Confederacy, 177Ci
1787.

That they did not part with it in 1787;
that some of them expressly reserved
it ; and that it was acknowledged by the
framers of the Constitution, and had
been recognized by the highest author-
ities down to 1SGU.

That secession was legally competent
to the Southern States, and was morally
justified by the conduct of their North-

ern confederates.
The Declaration of Independence was

a joint act; but an act for which the
authority of each colony was sought
and received by its delegates to Con-

gress, and which was done by them in its
name and by its authority. The Declara-
tion pronounced the colonies to be
"free and independent States." The
articles of Confederation declared that
each " retained its sovereignty, freedom
and independence." The recognition of
Great Britiain was given not to the
Union or Confederacy, but to the States ;

and King Georgo III acknowledged the
"United States namely, New Hamp-
shire, Massachusetts Bay, '

North Carolina, South Carolina,
to be freeovereign and inde-

pendent States." And lOngress de-

clared that every inbabltantof any of
the colonies owed allegiance thereto.
To assert, then, that the States "were not
sovereign under the Confederacy is to
contradict not only the plain facts ' of
history, but the articles of confederation
hemselres.

Tho second argument, then, is the
lore plausible to wit, that by tho
oser Union of J 787 the States sur- -

SX.u-- ..

rendered their sovereign character. Tho

faot which has given plausibility to this
.theory is that theio was a party in the
pnnrnntion of which Hamilton was tho
leader, which desired to substitue
National Sovereignty for a Federal
Union of Sovereign States : and that
the Constitution being the result of
compromise between tho two parties
some of the favorite phrases of the Na
tionalists woxe retained. But Mr,
Stephens is surely right in saying that
sovereignty' cannot be resigned by impli
cation. And further, while some phrases
that might bear such a meaning were re
tained, others, which distinctly expressed
it, were carefully struck out. 'inus
resolution in iavor-o- f national govern
ment passed before the' purpose of
Hamilton and his friends was --under
stood, was ' afterwards rescinded; and
throughout the Constitution the word
" National" was systematically struck
out wherever it occurred in the first
draft, and United States substituted
The preamble is the great reliance of
the Federalists of to-da- y. On tho
strength of "the words " Wo, the people
of the United States," they assert that
the Constitution was established, not by
the btates severally, but by tho people
oftho Union over the States.' But the
history of the phrase breaks down this
argument. It stood at first, " We, the
people of New Hampshire, Massachu
setts. and Georgia.
But it was expected that some of these
btates might (as tor a while they did)
refuse to ratify the Constitution ; and it
was accordingly provided by Article
VII " that, on being ratified by nine
States, it should come into force as be
tween the btates so ratifying, it would
be absurd to say, We, the people of
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, New
York, and Georgia do
establishiLJf Rhode Island and New
York should happen to reject the Con
stitution, and stand out of the Union.
And for this reason only " the United
States" was substituted for an enumera-
tion of the States which would have
expressly excluded tho present Federal
ist theory. But in fact how was the
Constitution enacted ? As it came from
the Convention, it was nothing more
thjm a proposal, or draft ot a bill
Wwnt gave it force or made it law ? The
ratification " bv the Mates; which Mr.
Motley declares it never received, but
which the Constitution itself, in Article
VII, declares that it must receive,
now was it ratitieu I liy the sovereign
power and authority ot each otatc, exer
cised by tho sovereign people of the
State, in the manner by State law pro
vided as tho only mode in which such
supreme act of soveignty could be done

namely, through a Convention called
ad hoc under khe direction of the State
Government, n what charaotcr was it
ratified? It speaks for itself. As
compact ,l between the Sates," not as
superior law over them. And Virginia
and jew lore, in ratifying, expressly
reservea tne ngnt oi witnarawmg, m
case of need, the powers they had dele
gated to the Fodoral Government and
Legislature ; in short, the right of seces
sion.

In all the State Conventions the
Federalists were careful to repudiate
the construction which is now put upon
the Constitution. Hamilton himself
was anxious to explain that the phrase
which termed the Constitution the
"supreme law of the land" meant noth
ing whatever save that it was to be
obeyed, and in no way oonlerred any
power or authority on the r edcral Gov
ernmcnt beyond the express limits of the
Constitution.

Mr. Stephens' interlocutors here quote
a speech ot Webster s, in which that
great party leader, for the purposes of a
particular occasion, repudiated and
denounced the term "compact" em-

ployed by Calhoun to designate the
Constitution. The dispute was not
merely verbal, tho matter really in con-
troversy beinf r.nthin less than the.
great issue between Federal and State.
Sovereignty. Mr. Stephens retorts by
reading Calhoun's reply, in which his
opponent is overwhelmed by quotations
from every great authority, judicial and
political, in which the word " compact
is used as Calhoun had used it, and with
the same idea involved in its use, finish-

ing with several such citations from
ebster himself. After this the only

attempt at a rhetorical advantage or
mere controversial viotory in the volume

Air. Stephens proceeds to cite a
variety of authorities asserting the
sovereign character of the States under
the Constitution ot lb. Thus Judge
Washington of the Supreme Court,
says : " Ihey are, in their separate
political capacities, sovereign and inde-

pendent, except so far as they have
united for their common defense and for
national purposes. They have each a
Constitution and form of Government,
with all the attributes of sovereignty"
Webster, writing to the Barings, and
speaking as a lawyer in answer to a legal
question, says the same thing in words
as strong or stronger, he senate, in
1837 and in 1SG0, formally resolved

that in adopting the Constitution the
States acted severally as free, sovereign,
and independent States." Livingston
oxposes and ridicules tho false inference
drawn from "We, the people," and
asserts the prior existence and independ-
ence of the States, antecedent to and
capable of surviving the ' Federal Com
pact. And Gen. Jackson in explain-
ing the famous Proclamation in which
he had denounced Nullification,- - and in
which certain expression had given
great alarm by their apparently Feder- -

auai leuuency, careiuiiy ascrmcs tne
Constitution to " a compact among the
several States" as " independent com-
munities," Again, ho spoke of them as
" sovereign members of our Union," and
in his farewell address solemnly adjures
thepeople fo maintain " the rights and
sovereignty of tho State."

A sovereign can have no judge; and
the Federal Constitution provided no
means by which one State could bring
another to justice for wrongdoing or
nonfulfillment of engagements. In like
manner there existed no legal mode by
which the Federal Government could
coerce a State which should exercise, the
right bf sovereignty to redress its
wrongs under the compact by denoun
cing the compact itself. A sovereign

Its subjeet must obey it, and defend it,
right or wrong. It follows, therefore.
from the sovereignty of the States, that
they were entitled legally to secede if
they cho3e, and that their choice of the
State. This was the view on which
Mr. Stephens acted; and in its
support he quotes the' ' author-
ity of such eminent lawyers as Tucker
; n 1 Rawle, and the conditional admis-- s

o i of Story himseif. He shows that
Massachusetts and the other New Eng- -
lsmd States had more than once asserted

the right of secession, and threatened to
exercise it; that Mr. Lincoln himself
asserted, in general terms, the right of
any people or portion of a people, locally
distinct, to choose its own government
and that Horace Greeley, up to the very
last, insisted that, it the bouth chose.
she had a right to go iirpeaee. He
himself disapproved the policy of seces
sion,but asserted to the fullest degree the
absolute nature of the right, and the
sufficiency of' the provocation; andhe
calls Webster to testify, in very distinct
terms, that the systematic violation of
the Constitution in the case of fugitive
slaves was alone a sufficient vindication
of the total repudiation, by the South
of a compact with the North observed
only as far as shcpleased.

It is impoisible, within our limits, to
give a fair idea even of the outlines of
such an argument : lnuch more to con
vey a just impression of lucidity, powe
of thought, vast and appropriate readitg,
and vigorous reasoning by --which it
sustained. It would be difficult
name a more perfect masterpiece
constitutional reasoning and political
disquisition; a work which might with
greater advantage be placed in the hands
of the young lawyer who desired to see
how those high questions which are the
common ground of the lawyer, the his
torian, and the statesman, can be treated
by one who combines the qualifications
of all three. The book is perhaps
hardly suited to the genoraL reader, but
it may be confidently recommended as
indispensable to every one who wishes
really to understand either the Federal
Constitution or the Civil war; and
will be ranked among the most valuable
of those materials which the writers of
this age are accumulating for the future
historian of America.

Horrible Superstition.
A singular" case of superstition.

cruelty, and attempted crime was re
vealed in Hoboken yesterday morning.
As one of the Hoboken policemen was
patrolling the Elysian Fields, he noticed
a man and a boy walking near the water's
edge, and the singularity of the man's
actions attracted his attention, and he
determined to watch him. He followed
him for a short distance, concealing him
self behind the trees, and when the man
thought he was unobserved, he suddenly
seized the lad in his arms, and waded
into the river with him. When he had
arrived at a point where the water was
deep enough for his purpose, he sud
denly plunged the child into the river,
and attempted, despite his screams and
struggles, to drown him. The officer at
onco rushed into the water, and rescued
the boy from his r,

whom he arrested and conveyed to the
station-hous- e. On being arraigned bo
fore Recorder Pope, the prisoner made
a singular statement, ot which tne 101- -

lowing is an epitome : He said that his
name was Henry Friedman ; that he
was a Swede by birth, and a member of
a sect called the " Seconeiz," whose be
lief it is that any child murdered before
it reaches the age of six years will go
directly to Heaven, while its murderer
was also entitled to special honors in the
pmtual world lor his achievement.

llis wife, ho said, was also a believer in
this inhumam doctrine, and has giv
her full consent to the perpetration of
the crime, which had it not been tor the
iortunate presence of Ofiicer Burke,
would certainly have been accomplished
The lad beingWtestioned, said that his
mother lived at No. 4 Prospect street,
Jersey City, and on being sent for stated
that her husband left home in the morn
ing to visit her sister, who resided in
New York that she knew nothing of
the " Seconeiz" doctrine which her hus
band spoke of, or of the attempted
murder of tho boy whom she loved with
all the affection of a mother, bhe fur
tner stated, tnat ner nusoana was a
confirmed spiritualist and was subject to
temporary fits of insanity, and she had
no doubt that he was crazy, and re
quested the Recorder to have him sent
to tho lunatic asylum. Recorder Pope,
taking the same view of the case, and

ieving that Friedman was in such a
state of mind as not to be responsible
for his actions, ho directed him to be
sent to J ersey city, where he is now
locked up until such time as the author
ities can take the necessary steps to
secure his admission to the State asylum
at Trenton. New York Democrat, 19th.

The Aurora Bo;eal!s.
The New York Journal of Commerce,

in a carelully considered article, as it
trom some scientific pen, submits the
following theory (original as far as it
knows) to explain the phenomena of the
aurora borealis, as displayed fa the
magnificent exhibition of last Thursday
night : " The aurora borealis is the silent
discharge of accumulated electricity in
the atmosphere, furnishing the same
relief to nature as flashes of lighting
under other conditions. The phenomena
of the northern lights arc in all respects
electrical. But the elcctrio nature
of Thursday's aurora borealis
wa3 demonstrated conclusively by its
effect on telegraph wires. When a
thunder-stor- m occurs the wires become
charged with electricty, which some-
times affects them so perversely that they
cannot be worked, and at other times
furnishes an efficient substitute for the
galvanic battery. Precisely these effects
were observed on Thursday night. At
iNew lork, Boston and Philadelphia,
and some other places, the auroral elec
tricity charged the wires and enabled
operators to work them without recourse
to batteries. At St. John's, Newfound-
land, the most northern point from
which we have any report, the aurora
seriously interrupted tho operation of
the .telegraph possibly because the
current supplied from tho air was too

ing lor the work to be done. No
doubt remains, after the testimony
given by many intelligent observers in
various parts-o- f the country, that the
aurora is attended by tho release of
enormous quantities or electricity.
The theory which we propose is the only
one wnicn explains why the aurora- -

borealis is seen only in tho arctic (or
antarctic) and temperate zonw never,,
or raly, in the tonid zone and also
why it is visible here only (or chiefly)
in the fall, winter or spring months
not in the summer. In the, tropio zone,
nd in the warm months, the accumu- -
atcd electricity in tho atmosphere is
ischarged under entirely different con

ditions, as lightning, with thunder, dur-
ing heavy showers ot rain."

Gen. Sickles has been " retired on
the full pay of a major general, and not
on that of a colonel, as has been stated.

A Brazilian savant has discovered
inn men were on inn nnnta n th
Amazon twenty thouund years ago.

From the Southwestern Presbyterian.) f

Till! OOLDXS SIDE.
There ii many arrest on the road of life,

If we only would step to take It;
And many a tone from he better land. i

ir the qoeruious neart would make It. '
To the sunny soul that Is full of hoo.

And whoie beautiful tru-- t ne'er f 1 th.
The gras Is creen and the flowers are bright,

Though the wlatry storm prevulletb.
Better to hope, though clouds hang low, '

And to keen the ere still lifted:
For the sweet blu- - asy win soon pep through

wnen tne ominous ciouasare mieai
There was"nver a night without a day,

Or an evening without a morning;
And the dtrXe&t hsur as the proverb goes

Is the hour before the dawning.
There many a gem In the pvh of life

Which we pas3inourldle pleasure, ,
That Is richer far than the Jeweled crown,

nrthemHer'snoardtd tr ssure '
It may be the love of a little ch'Id,

Or a mother's p. ayerj to h aven,
Or only n beg?a-'- s grttf ul thanks

For a cup of water given.
Better to weave. In the web of life,

A bright and goltfen filling; " --

And to do G nl's will with a ready heart,.
And nandt tat r swift and wUling,

Than tosnaa thedellcite m nuta tbiead!
of oar curious Uf ,asucd;r.

And then bume heaven for the tangled ends,
And tit, and grieve and word r..

THE CELTIC ItAGE.
The lollowing is an extract lrom a

lecture delivered at New Haven, Conn.,
by Hon. C. C. Burr, of New York, in
review of a discourse bv Rev. Leonard
Bacon, D. D., on The Unity of races : "

Long before the time of Caiaar, at
the beginning of the Olympiads, the
fame of the Hibernia Druids had reached
even the remotest part of Scythia.
While, in Italy and Gaul, Apollo, Mars,
and Mercury, were objects of diyine
worship, the Irish Druids taught invo
cation to ' One All-Seein- g All-Heali-

Jrower.
Such was the remarkable piety, mor

ality, and philosophy of the Hibernia
Druids, centuries before the Christian
Era, that Ireland was called Insula
Santa, i. e., " Sacred Island." It also
wore the honorable appellation ot
" Blessed and Fortunate Island." These
old Irish had an excellent svstem of
currency, (of ring money, like the an-

cient Greeks), made of valuable metals,
which was infinitely ahead ot the present
fancy paper system of the United States.
in many things their civilization was in
advance, even of that of immortal Borne,
at that period. The pyramids, or " round
towers, which are yqpstandmg in many
parU of Ireland, are proud monuments
of the genius and skill of the ancient
Irish people. They have not only defied
the shocks of time, bturhavc strained the
imagination and wonder of all modern
erudition. What a marvelous .piety,
what a stupendous thought it was, which
reared such immortal structures ! While
gazing upon them, I have found it im-

possible to restrain the conviction that
they sprung up, in obedience to a genius
scarcely less than that which reared the
mighty pyramids ot hgypt. What a
tremendous faith it was, in the hearts
and brains of these old heathen Irish,
which nerved them on to perform such
miracles ot labor !

Herodotus tells us that tho purport of
an inscription upon one of tho pyramids
of Egypt was, that the sum of lUOO tal-
ents of silver, fS200,000"). had been ex
pended in the purchase of onions, rad
ishes, and garlics alone, for 3C3,000
men, occupied for twenty years in build-
ing it. " The Round Towers of Ireland,"
says U linen, ,rwe may well conceive
must have been attended, at the early
period of their erection, with compara
tively similar expenses.

It is fashionable for the clergy and
public lecturers in this country,, to rep-
resent these ancient Irish as " barba- -

They were no more barbarians
than the Grecians and Romans were of
that period; nor, indeed, than we are
at the present time. I deny that they
ever displayed so ferocious an appetite
for blood, or such a relentless spirit of

as wc have displayed for the
last eight years, and are still displaying
here in New England. Tho character
and temper of the old heathen priests of
Ireland, were a hundred fold more like
the charitable spirit of Christ, than a
great majority of our clergy at the pre
sent time. Ignorance m.iy scowl, and
bigotry make faces at this awful truth :

but no one dare deny my statement, and
appeal to tho record. While witnessing
the terrible savagery of war, or listening
to the bloody and horrible imprecations
of our pulpits, I have almost been tempt-
ed to exclaim with Wordsworth :

"Gat Qod I I'd lather ha
A Pagan, suckled in a creed outworn
isn ml ihi 1, siandlug In bis pleaant lex,
IIaveEllmpi.es that would make ma less for-

lorn;
Have slum of Proteus rUlnz from th m
Or hear old Titos blow his wreathed hoin."

Nor is the ancient record of Christian
Ireland less worthy of our admiration
and gratitude. Respect for the truth
of history forced Montmorency to make
this confession. Only on the score of
erudition, it must be acknowledged that
the Irish theologian, as history asserts,
did not only exceed the modern Greek
and Egyptian, but his profound acquain
tance, with the sciences, arts and laws of
his country gave him an unrivalled supe- -
noniy in tne literary and civilized
world." It has been said that Ireland
was the first country to receive the Gos
pel ot Christ, without tho shedding of
blood. Is that nothing to stir the re
spect and gratitude of an American
Christian minister of the present day ?
It was by Irish missionaries that the
Gospel was carried over Western Eu
rope; and they rested not until they
had penetrated the Lombard dominions,
and planted the standard of the Cros3
among the loftiest peaks of the Appen-ine- s.

Is all this nothing ? During the
sixth, seventh and eighth centuries, Ire
land was the chief seat of learning and
civilization for the world. It was here
that the English nobility, of both sexes,
were sent ior education. Uven here
some of the British kings were sent to
be educated. It was here that Charle-
magne found professors for his Italian
schools, Is all this nothing for Ireland ?
What nation has a more glorious his
tory ? To what nation of the earth can
we direct our eyes with a more approv- -

gazef Do you wonder why this
once glorious nation now lies broken,
and mangled, and starving among the
nations? Ask England. Ask your-
selves what other nation would not be
the same, after having been stripped of
its liberty for so many hundred" years?
The old Brehon laws of Ireland were
tho foundation of the common law of
England, which is the foundation of the
proudest guarantees of personal liberty
in' our Constitution those sacred guar-
antees which have all been thrown down,
and madly run over by the party now in
power. Do we wonder that such a party I

snimia uaie tne lieiuc people : uer-tain- ly

a party which can bestow such
unnaturallove npon-th-

o semi-huma- n

negro race, is csnsistent in hating Celts,
and all other white nations P"' These
madmen do'indeed, hate all white people
who are not so deluded about negroes as
themselves. They seem as ifdrunk with
some poisonous draught some fatal gas

nrh k i, tni .i
senses, and fascinated them with negroes,

MARRIAGE IS RUSSIA.

The father decides the marriage of his
children ; and what he requires before
an else is, that the future wife or has
band should belong to the orthodox
Greek church, and have a good reputa
tion. Young men may marry at eighteen.
young girls at sixteen. Whether the
future pair know each other or not, there
is always a matchmaker engaged to make
the overtures, and to carry on the nego
tiations on this deticatc subject

" Popping the question "is a profes
sion that requires a great deal of art and
intelligence in the person who exercises
it. In the first place, a matchmikar
must be a widow, not younger than 35
and not older than 50. She must be
lively, good-lookin- g, and full of fun and
wit. It, is qnite indispensable......that she

i ii .isnouiu nave tne " gut ot gab, that, as
the Russian proverb has it, she need
not feel for her words in her pocket A
matchmaker ought to know everything,
without showing it. Very often the
matchmaker is tho widow of a priest.
After the death bf her husband, when
she sets up in her profession, she is sure
to have a large number ot customers
both rich and influential, to help her on
in any difficulties, particularly if her
husband, during his lifetime had ac-

quired the love and and respect of his
parishioners in the exercise of his mm
istry.

The matchmaker is the intimate friend
of all parents who have children to
marry, and of young lovers of both sexes
She is always on the lookout, and knows
how to guess the Inclinations of her
customers, and the best time to com
mence operations. The custom is that
neither the parents nor the young peo
ple should show that the latter desire to
contract a marriage ; in fact, they pre
tend entire ignorance on the subject.
" Well, Ivan says the match
maker to the father, "you have the
goods and I have the buyer ; do you not
think it is time to had a place lor Ma
chinka? Come Alexandre's day (the
holy man), she will have attained her
tenth year, with six added to that What
say you f ' V hy, I don t say no,
my daughter says yes. Speak to her ; it
is her business, not mine. I am an old
man now. and have forgotten all about
these sort of things

jMow, the matchmaker knows very
well that Machmka is in love with the
young Andevrimkoff, her uncle's clerk.

Come, Ivan ivanitch, the thing is very
well as it is ; Machmka won t say no
you'll see." " Well, well," says the old
man ; tell me who is the predestined
engaged one : " uuess, says she. The
old man names all the young men he
knows, without even mentioning the
right one, although he is perfectly aware
all the time who he is ; but such is the
usage. At last the matchmaker names
him, and adds, " Marriages are made in
heaven, you know.

hen all this is settled, they send for
the mother, and the same scene is re
peated, with this difference, that she
bursts into tears when she gives he
consent. And now takes place the third
scene of the first act. The young lady
is sent for ; the matchmaker begins by
making a low speech, in which she de
scribes the happiness of the marriage
state, particularly the quiet happiness of
the young ladv's own parents ; speaks
of the blessing of God that had evidently
been bestowed upon them in the gift ot
children, bhe then continues to tell ot
the pleasures of becoming a mother, of
parental love, and of the way in which
the young lady's own parents had
brought up their daughter, and con
cludes by a serious exhortation to re
spect and obey her parents. All this
time Machmka is standing before the
tribunal, listening with downcast eyes
and blushing cheeks. The
scenes are then acted over again, and
Machinka does not succeed, any more
than her parents, in finding out the
young gentleman's name. At last the
ulatchmaker declares it. it he is ac-

cepted by the young lady, she throws
herself at her parent's feet, and declares
that she never wishes to leave them, but
that, if it is her destiny, she is willing,
and desires their blessing.

The father then sends for every mem-

ber of his household, even to the dvornik
(porter): all sit down and remain
perfectly still for a moment ; they rise,
pray mentally, making the signs of the
cross, and the father declares to all pre-

sent that his daughter is asked in mar-
riage ; that she has accepted the offer

because she believes it to be her destiny
and the will of God ; finally he gives
her his blessing. All then congratulate
the parents and the young lady. Every
body sheds tears at the thought of the
approaching separation, and bowing,
leaves the room. The family remain
alone with the matchmaker to treat of
the marriage portion to be given on both
sides, as well as of theoutfit ; the parents
ask what the young man has, although
they know very well ; but it is the cus-

tom. Then the matchmaker begins:
" Well, Ivan Ivanitch, you give the
principal bundle of goods ; but what do
you give into the bargain ? " u Hum 1 "

says the old man, " the goods I furnish
are so good that I consider anything else
useless. Let us first know what tho
future husband has." Tho matchmaker
then mentions, one after the other,
everything the gentleman is to bring
toward housekeeping. The father listens,
and then enumerates all he is to give his
daughter, and begins thus : " A large
double bed complete." The young lady
blushes, the mother sighs. The father
continues : " Two marten sable clocks,
one of fox fur, fifteen Lyons silk and
satin dresses, ten real Paris bonnets,
twelye pairs of shoes, three chemises, one
night gown, and one petticoat," etc.
After many observations on both sides,
everything is concluded ; the day is ap-

pointed for the young people to bo pre-
sented to each other ; they then separate.
The next day the bride's family go to
church to give thanks for tho marriage
in prospect, whiih they must now make
known totheir friends and relations.

When tho bridegroom is presented,
the whole, house, is in confusion; all the
relatiens,-- friends, and neighbors, on
both sides, are invited to the house of
the bride. When all the company are
assembled, the. matchmaker comes in,
leading tho bridegroom by the hand,
andj going straight.to the head, of the
house, presents him. The father first
then the mother, kisses him. The
bride's father then leads the young man
to a table covered with a white cloth ;

on the table-i- s a silver salver with a loaf
of bread oa it,' and on the bread a salt-sell- er

with salt Two rings, one of gold,
the other of silver, are placed on a small
Bilv.er tray before a golden image of the
Virgin Mary holding the child Jesus in
her arms. With this image they bless
tho future !OupL AH the company

stand ; the mother holds the bride, com
pletely dressed in white, by the hand
surrounded by all her dearest friends
and companions. All bow before the
image. The father takes the image, the
mother the bread and salt; the young
couple then kneel under the image, and
are first blessed by the father : the lat
tcr then takes the bread and salt from
the hands- - of the mother and gives her
the image, and the same ceremony is
repeated. After this, tho father and
mother of the bridegroom do the like
Then comes the giving of the rings the
bride's father gives the golden ring to
the bridegroom, the silver one to the
bride. They are now affianced to each
other, and give each other the first kis3.
w hen the ceremony is over, the com
pany enjoy themselves ; they chat laugh,
eat, and drink, and separate, after having
nxed the day for the marriage. During
the interval between this ceremony and
tne marriage, the bridegroom spends all
his evenings with his bride, often tete-a- -

tete.
The marriage ceremony follows. It is

also called the coronation, because, dur
ing the ceremony, a crown is placed on
the heads of the affianced. Then the
priest offers them a cup of wine, of which
tney both drink, as a sign of the union
they have contracted. A solemn proces
sion is led by the officiating priest, the
Dnue ana bridegroom tallowing him.
round the desk, placed in the center of
the church, upon which 13 laid the bible.
This is to represent the joys which
await them, the ties which they contract,
ana tne eternity ot tnese ties, uunng
the public celebration of the marriage!
the rings worn by the young people are
exenangea ; tne nusoana now wearing
the silver one, the bride the golden.
c rom tne cnurcn, an the company in-

vited go to the house of the bridegroom'3
father. A week after they return to
church, when the priests lift the crown
from their heads. This ceremony 13 the
hnal consecration ot marriage.

The banquet is ordered at some first
rate contcctioner s. .Nothing is wanting:
silver, crystal, flowers, and lustres laden
with candle3 of the purest wax. The
.most perfect order reigns at these
repasts. The finest wines flow in abun-
dance, and music plays from time to time
during the whole repast The youn
married pair occupy seat3 about the mid
dle of the tabic, the parents supporting
them on both sides the rest of the
company take seals according to the
degrees of relationship or rank. If they
want a very grand, dinner, they order
"general's" dinner, which costs lOOf.
more than an ordinary dinner. At this
dinner, so ordered, the master of the
ceremony invites a real old pensioned-of- f

general, who is received with all the
reverence dueto his rank, and seated in
the place of honor. He is the first to
drink to the health of the young couple,
and is always helped before any ono else.
lie never speaks unless it is absolutely
necessary. He is there only for show.
and4&doc3 his best in return for the
four pounds paid him for his presence to
eat and drink as mnch as he can. He

accosted when helped to anvthin
araok or wine, as " your excellency."
He never refuses a single dish of all the
thirtv served on such occasions. As the
last roast disappears from the table, the
champagne corks fly, the glasses are
filled to the brim, the music strikes up.
and huzzas resound from all parts. But
here comes the bride s father with :

glass in his hand, going up to her bow
mg, and making a most wotul lace, say
ing that his wine was so bitter that he
could not drink it till she had sweetened
it After a great deal of pressing, she
rises and gives her husbnnd a kiss ; her
father still pretends that his wine is bit
ter, and it remains so until she has given
her husband three kisses ; each kiss not
only sweetens his wine, but is accompa
nied with roars of laughter and bursts of
applause. After the dinner comes the
ball and " the general's walk." They
lead him through all the rooms once
every half-hou- r ; everybody salutes him
as he passes along, and he graciously
replies by an inclination of the head.

At last, at d o clock in the
all the young girls, and those who
dressed the bride, take har away to
undress her, and pat her to rest; the
young men do the same by the husband.
The next morning the house of the
newly-marrie-d couple is again filled with
the crowds pf the evening before. The
young wile is seated in the drawing- -
room on a sota,with a splendid
before her. One after the other ap-

proaches, salutes her, and asks, " Have
you slept well, madam t Vo you teel
rested after the fatigues of the last
night ? " She then offers tea, coffee, or
chocolate, according to the taste of the
visitor. She is throned for the first time
in all spisndor as the mistress ot the
house. The most intimate friends re
main to spend the day with the young
pair. A week after the marriage, the
wife's family give a series of dinner
parties, evening parties, and balls. These
fetes sometimes last for a fortnight, or
even three weeks, or a month, and so
the young people gradually subside into
their ordinary everyday life.

Bad Dressiasr
Men as well as women," says the

Pall Mall Gazelle, in an article on the
dress of EnglisTi women, "sometimes
dress in an eccentric manner from mere
caprice, or from an idea that it is un-

worthy of a sensible person to take any
trouble whatever about dress. They
think it is creditable to them to say, I
do not care how I dress.' In reality, it
only shows that they are untidy by
nature. No man pays his brains a com-

pliment by going about the streets a
sloven. Men of talent, great writers
and great orators, must cherish the be- -

lef that they are superior to dress, or
the shabbiest men in the community
would not be found so often in their
ranks. Clever women usually show the
samo contempt of dress. If untidiness
were confined to them, it would nob bo
of very much consequence, but it is-

more general with their sex, strange to
say, than with ours. And yet very few
women can prudently disregard the at
tractions which they might derive from
dresses of grateful tints and perfect
shape. The draggle-taile- d, appearance
of married women of the poorer class is,
we do not doubt ono cause, of the pre
ference which their husbands show for
the public house. It must be a miser
able thing to live tn the sameliouse with

womsii who is, figuratively speaking, i
down, atheel all over.

A Rochester paper states that tho
trotting horse. George Palmer is reported
to he sold to Commodore Yanderbilt for
535,000.

The Massachusetts Senate on Satur
day amended the liquor hill so a3 to al-

low lager beer containing not ovr 3it
per cent, of alcohol to be. sold.

TJ'cndcr Explained.
A scries of works are now heinn- - nnh.

lished in Paris on the wonders of science.
by eminent .trench authors. One of
these, " Thunder and Lightning," by W.
DeFouvielle, is of peculiar interest, and
deserves, especial attention. This work
is lively, witty, and often eloquent. The
writer's imagination is always wide-
awake; and while his assertions will
usually bear examination, some of his
speculations and suggestions are more
carious than trustworthy. He refuses,
indeed, to give the Hyperboreans the
credit of anticipating Dr. Franklin's
famous kite, on the ground that Hero-
dotus tells us that they shot arrows into
the clouds to destroy the lurhtninar. But
he thinks the Pyramids may.have been'
built with a knowledge of the power
their pointed tops have to witn'draw - the.
eleetne fluid from the clouds I and he.
discovers in the wild speculations of an-
cient philosophers the strongest analo-
gies to truths first established by investi-
gators in very recent times.

The terrible force stored up in the
form of electricity in every storm-clou- d

is forcibly demonstrated by him. The
smallest of these clouda gave, on testing
it, " a flame capable of dealing death to
at least three thousand men in a single
hour, before it had produced the slight-
est thunder." This force is constantly
distributing itself anew ; and even when
its movements are imperceptible to us
they may often ie detected by tests more
delicate than our vision.

INVISIBLE LiaHTXIJfG.
"Oftentimes these lightning flames

are invisible, and slip away unobserved
without any indiscreet spark revealing
their presence; but sensitive photo-
graphic paper then aequires traces which
chemistry can render indelible. The
following may serve as a lesson to those
who believe that they see everything
which occurs around them on this world.
A photographer of Berlin had taken a
negative image oi the bronze statue of
an Amazon vanquishing a serpent with
her lance. On obtaining the positiv.e
proofs he was excessively surprised to
seek a dark streak standing out from the
upper end of the lance. An obscure in-

visible lightning flame, but endowed with
immense photogenic power, had occurred
whilst he took hi3 photograph of the
statue. He had taken in the act an an-
onymous fire, and had photographed,
without knowing it, the first flash of
lightning that wa3 ever fixed upon sensi-
tive collodion."

But it is sometimes not only visible,
but very conspicuous indeed. One of
the most singular appearances which
natural electricity puts on is that of me-
teors or balls of fire. These are not
very uncommon at sea, and many in-

stances ef these have been known and
closely observed on land.

Some peculiar eases of death by strokes
of lightning are also given, one of which
is as follows :

"Jerome Cardan relates that eight
reapers, who were eating their dinner
under an oak tree, were all struck by
the same flash of lightning, the explosion
of which was heard far away. When
some people passing by approached to
see what had happened, they found the
reapers, to all appearance, continuing
their repast

" One still held his glass in his hand,
another was in the act of putting a pieco
of bread into his mouth, a third had his
hand in the dish. Death had come upon
them suddenly whilst in these positions,
when the thunderbolt fell.

" Ton reapers, who had taken shelter
under a hedge, were likewise killed alto
gether during a violent storm

Like those mentioned above, they had
profited by this necessary suspension of
labor to enjoy a frugal meal. A touch-
ing detail, related by the Rev. Mr. But
ler, who narrowly escaped being a victim
to the same storm, shows with what "ra
pidity the whole of this joyous group
had been deprived of life. One of the
unfortunate beings had a dog in his lap
at the moment the lightning fell. Whilst
he caressed the animal with one hand,
with the other he offered it a piece of
bread. Both the man and the dog were
petrified as it were, iff this positton.
The paralyzed hand still held. the piece
of bread, and the expression on the ani-
mal's face seemed to say, ' Give me some
more, come, give me some more ! '

To die with the rapidity of lightning
13 to die as rapidly as thought itselt ;

for the flash whioh kills so quickly lasts
time as brief as that which but shows

us the spokes of the wheel of a locomo-tiv- e

as that which but enables us to
see immovable in the air the ball which
flies through darkness from the cannon's
mouth 1

COJIUOJf.

CoIor-blindne- is much more frequent
than is generally supposed, for those who
are afflicted with it are mostly ignorant
of the defect and frequently practice
trades or professions in which perfect
sensibility to the different hues of color
is-- quite indispensable. An instance of
this occurred some time since in the
case of an engine-drive- r, who allowed
hb engine to run into a luggage train,
through not noticing the red danger
signal. At his examination it was
proved that he " was color-blin- d, and
could not distinguish red from green.
Partial color-blindne- ss i3, no doubt, the
cause of the frequent disputes that we
hear about the tints of certain objects ;
to say nothing of the glaring instances
of bad taste in the arrangement of color
that are now-a-da- so common. Out
of forty boys at a school at Berlin, who
were examined by Leebech, he found
five who were quite confused in their
notions of color, and could not distin
guish between ordinary shades of the
same hue. Xhis aniiouon is m many
cases hereditary, descending-fro- father
to son. It is 'singular that instances of
color-blindne- are much more common
amongst men than amongst women, for
out of over five hundred cases there
were only four in which females were
the sufferers. It seems also that persons

with gray eyes are more frequently color

blind than those wnose eyes are iue ot
brown. - - .

Here is an. explanation of onaot the
most impressive trieks exhibited inJfew
York by "Heller" and others, which
may be intelligible enough, without the
cjntext:

" THE LIVING HEAD."

The "Speaking Head" trick is per
formed on this principle. ' When the
curtain is drawn np, the audience per-

ceive att apparently living head placed
on" a small three-legge- d table, the cur-

tain at the back of the stage being quite
you. are a contributor to the wee kly peri-

odicals, give your days and nights tj
iTin nlunder of Addison. Ransack tho
"Tatler"' and " Adventurer.' the "Livre t

. J - TT J. JA 1- - .ies Liens et tin auu iue .ucium. u "
iijChausse d'Antin.'1 "Experto crede,

Roberto," I know the thing can be aade
to pay. Be uniust and fear not.. The
01J tni about wh cj I feel it neces
sary to warn yon Is this : That if va are
a comic writer, you had better not fall
into the habit of stealing from theibaek
numbers of Punch, for the gentlemen
attached to that lively journal know all
the'r old jokes by heart, and are mneh
addicted to vamping up in theyearl869
thefacetiaj they indited in tha year
1845. Geo. A. Sala, in Belgravia fvrApril.

tes PeUts Itallens.
Fnm ths Galaxy for May.l

In middle Italy lies a rich and fertilo
province, ever canopied by assummer
sky amLbleased with a soil as rich" as it
is uncultivated. It is called Basiiieata.
Moat of the inhabitants, bowingrbeneath
sthe yoke that rests upon their landy earn
a scanty livelihood as wandering musi-
cians or beggars. Henee come jhoe
flocks of children which are at all times
setting outfor different parts of Europe,
and which, in the end, find their way
even to America. The towns of 3Iar-sic-o

Vetere, Corleto, Lanrenzana, Cal-vell- o,

Picinisco and Viggano are espec-
ially noted tor the number of thescemi-grant- s.

The old governments of Naples
encouraged this emigration in order to
get rid of a numerous, and, consequently,
dangerous population ; and as the poor
mountaineers of Savoy and Piedmont,
driven by the cold, seek food and shelter
in the large cities, so the Calabrians' seek
a living by begging in distant countries.
Poor Italy ! that once supported the
legions of Cawar and found pleasure in
the eloquence of a Cicero, now too poor
to nourish even the meanest of your
subjects !

The custom of begging from town to
town by mean3 of children, has given
bhth to a traffic which is prasiieed
openly and with the consent of the
authorities of every district Each.jear,
at certain times, several hundred chil-
dren, of all ages and both sexes, set out
from the villages in group3 from two to
ten under the charge of persons calling
themselves their parents or patron!', but
who are, in reality, the veritable masters
of these little slaves. For the children
are bound to them by contracts which
both parties seem to consider lawful.
These contracts generally stipulate that
the children shall be hired out for a
certain fixed time, in consideration of
the payment of an. annual sum of money,
or of a sum paid in advance. This sum
ranges from ten to one hundred dollars,
and the patron sometimes executes a
writing, in which he binds himself to
send back to the parents all, or a certain
portion of the earnings above a specified
amonnt. The price received by the
parents depends upon the beauty or pro-
ficiency of the child. A handsome girl
with a fine voice, could not, probably,
be obtained even for the highest sum
mentioned, for she would find a better
employment in her own country. Every
Italian child can, at a very early age,
and with little instruction, be taught to
play the violin or harp with sufficient
proficiency to enable him to join tho
street orchestra, so that size and Took3
are considered of more importance than
any sign of musical talent The parents
are thus freed from the care and expense
of providing for their little ones, and
have a few francs to assist them in eking
oat thei own wretched lives. This
hiring is, in reality, a sale, for when
ones the children are in possession of
the patron, they are completely in his
power. All their earnings most be
given over to him, and under his direc-
tions they must go wherever he chooses
to lead them. Only twenty out of every
hundred who leave their native viHages
ever return ; of the rest thirty will settle
in some foreign country, and fifty will
die under the privations and hardships
to which they are subjected. The men
who purchase the children generally
belong to the provinces from which they
come, and are known to the parents.

They easily obtain passports, either
on false representations or by bribing
the under officials. As soon as the
children leave their native villages ihey
begin to beg for their masters, wander-
ing over all Italy, and following tha
coast of the Mediterranean until xhsy
reach Nice or Marseilles. Very few
reach France by sea, for at Marseilles
the landing of beggars is strictly guarded
against, and, unless they have 'correct
passports, they pass over the Alp3 by
Brigantium, and on reaching the fron-
tiers are resold to men from Paris and
the other large cities. When their pat-

rons have disposed of their merchandise
they return to Basiiieata to colleet other
children, who make the voyage with the
same papers which had served for their
predecessors. Thus, for many years,
has a system oOtuman slavery been car-

ried on, some ot the fruits of which have
but lately reached our shores.

Andre Cbeaier.
. Among the many episodes of" the

reign of terror was the execution of the
young poet, Andre Chenier. Hislpor-tra- it

has been painted by Deaeche, has
been hung in the salon in thai Palais de
I'lndustrie, where the Academy will
open its annual exhibition of paintings
In a few weeks. The guillotine at least
the principal one in 1794 was erected
on the Place de la Concorde, near the
opening; of the Ave"nue des Champs
Elvsees. It was here Marie Antoinette
was beheaded, and Chenier. By a cari-

ous coincidence, the case containing the
latter's portrait upset in this very spot a
few weeks ago as it was en route for tha
exhibition building.

A lady fixed the following letters
., , . f . a v -- i j

On tne DOllum ui a uuu utuiciyr tiuu
asked her husband to read, them:

. .

A negro was driving a mule' in "Ja

maica, when the animal suddenly stopped
and refused to- - budge. 4t Won't yon-go-

,

eh?" said the boy. "Feel grand; do
yon? uIB:pose you forget your- - fad-derw-

jaekass! "
A badly bunged np Emerald Is

lander, in response to. the inquiry
" Where have yon been ? " said: " Down

to Mrs. Mulrooney's wake, and an illi- -
ant time we had out. rounsin ngnis
a fifteen minutes; only one nose was

left in the house, and that belongs to

the tay kettle.'
A Welsh 'clergyman applied t his

diocesan for a living. Xhe Disnop
nromisedhim one: but as the clergy

man 'was taking his leave, he expressed
hopes that his lordship would not send
him Into the interior of the principality,
as his. wife could not apeak Welsh.
"Yqnr wife, sir!" said the bishop;
a what has your wife to do with it ? She
does not preach, does she ? " "No, my
lord, said the parson, " out she lee--
turca


